The demands and drivers for novel assistive technologies arise from a combination of the needs of an ageing population as well as those of younger people through injury or as a consequence of stroke or other neurological impairment. At the same time, there is rapid growth in both information technologies and in the sensors and actuators for the development of entirely novel approaches to robotics and other actuators.

This new journal can be seen as a response to this growth where it will be able to publish high-quality publications across the field. The editorial board comprises researchers with a wide experience in the field demonstrating the intention to publish papers across a similarly wide range. Their experience covers robotics, clinical biomechanical measurement and analysis, age-related rehabilitation engineering, assisted living, active or smart prosthetics and orthotics and functional electrical stimulation. It is hoped and intended that we may publish high-quality research across the range.

The key to success in this field is the combination of rigorous assessment of a user's needs alongside development of the appropriate technologies. In the past, many attempts at assistive technology have failed because the technology developer has not fully understood the user's needs. This journal will be seeking, therefore, high-quality papers that illustrate the benefits of a true interdisciplinary approach.

As Editor-in-Chief, I very much look forward to receiving papers based on this approach.
